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bailiff's son who returned to his native town as a pros-
perous gentleman, is to be identified with the actor and
shareholder of the London theaters, and with the
author of the plays and poems, it is difficult to see
how there can remain any reasonable doubt; and,
though the facts which prove this identity contain little
to illuminate the vast intellect and soaring imagination
which created Hamlet and Lear, they contain nothing
irreconcilable with the personality which these creations
imply rather than reveal.

One further source of information about Shake-
speare's personality has figured largely in some biog-
raphies. The Sonnets were published in 1609, evi-
dently without Shakespeare's cooperation or consent,
with a dedication by the publisher, Thomas Thorpe, to
a Mr. W. EL> " the onlie begetter of these insuing
sonnets." All attempts to identify this Mr. W. H.
have failed. He may have been merely the person who
procured the manuscript for Thorpe, though the
language of the dedication seems to imply that he was
the young gentleman who is the subject of a consider-
able number of the poems. Of this young gentleman
and of a dark lady who seems to have been the occasion
of other of the sonnets, much has been written, but no
facts of Shakespeare's life have been established beyond
those which are obvious to every reader: that Shake-
speare wrote admiring and flattering sonnets to a young
man who is urged to marry (and who may have been
the Earl of Southampton, or an unknown Mr. W. H.,